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Voice of the People
Christie, casinos have killed N.J. horse industry

Gov. Chris Christie has
decided to kill off an entire
industry, thoroughbred rac-
ing, in a misguided attempt to
save another, the casinos.
His actions will add to an
already overburdened unem-
ployment system by taking
not just the jobs of the
grooms, trainers and exercise
riders, but also everyone from
the farmers who grow the hay
and straw and the whole-
salers who distribute feed-
stuffs to the parking valets,
concession stand workers,
van companies, blacksmiths
and veterinarians, o name
just afew.

New Jersey once had an
extensive thoroughbred rac-
ing and breeding program
featuring four major race-
tracks — Garden State Park,
Atlantic City Race Course,
Meadowlands and Mon-
mouth. For years these tracks
have begged for one simple
thing to keep them afloat —
slot machines. They watched
as neighboring tracks such as
Delaware Park and Charles-
town were pulled from the
brink of closure by the addi-

tion of slot machines. Slots
bolster purse money for rac-
ing, which in turn leads to
higher purses, better-quality
horses and more reason for
an owner to breed and race
horses in that particular state.

But the New Jersey race-
tracks had one thing that their
neighbors did not — casinos.
Casinos, with their huge polit-
ical pull, have successfully
blocked each attempt by the
tracks to install slots. The
purses got cheaper as did the
horses. Garden State closed
and ACRC races one week a
year, leaving only two tracks
with less than six months of
racing.

There is no longer a reason
to breed thoroughbred race-
horses in New Jersey, as there
will no longer be anywhere to
race them thanks to Christie’s
decision to get rid of
Meadowlands and Mon-
mouth Park. His timing is
poor, given that he made his
announcement the day be-
fore Horse of the Year and
champion filly Rachel Alex-
andra was slated to run at
Monmouth. While Meadow-
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Reigning Horse Of The Year Rachel Alexandra is escorted

to the starting gate at Monmouth Park in Oceanport on
July 22, one day after Christie announced his plans. Mon-
moth is a viable track, but Christie’s plans would kill it,

LeFevre says.

lands and ACRC have been
asking to be put out of their
misery for years, Monmouth
continues to draw quality
horses such as Rachel and has
even hosted the 2007
Breeder’s Cup World Champ-
ionships. Yet Christie has or-
dered its destruction. Thanks
to Christie, it looks like New

Jersey will have to find a new

state animal, as it is no longer
the horse.

DAWN LeFEVRE

Mays Landing

(Editor’s note: Dawn
LeFevre was a thoroughbred
owner and trainer from 1987
to 2000.)
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buffers in our state. Check out the wet-
lands map at the County Clerk’s Office, if
yunﬁndnthat'ﬂl‘tasymold.
And i you own property that is in a
buifer and have 2 hamting problem on
—mtnwmdmod.
then the local rumicipality won't touch
the Ssue with a2 £50-foot pole. When
asked 0 imervene, they will pass the
back (o pun intended) and daim the
safety zone is Dot a municipal issue and
the state fish and game laws preempt
Jocal Iaws and local zoning.
The private property owner has no
redress for grievances.
SHIRYLE SEYLER
Mays Landing

U.S. bill needed
on cruel films

A vile series of videos is spreading on
both the black market and the Internet.
So-called “animal crush” films depict
horrific acts of cruelty against animals.
Tn them. animals are slowlv crmished
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of these heinous videos are also subject
to existing federal, state and local animal
cruelty codes.

1 ask everyone to contact Lautenberg
and Menendez and urge them to support
HR Bill 5092.

JOSEPH H. VICARI
Ocean County Freeholder
Toms River

Bring jobs home
from overseas

The economy is stuck in neutral. Many
are unemployed or in foreclosure.

A good friend has a son who works in
management for a huge company that is
involved with supplying consumer items
for the big-box stores. And as you have
probably already guessed, he spends
most of his time in China working with
the companies that supply the United
States with our consumer goods.

So are we puzzled and surprised that
so many Americans are out of work and
our economy is in the dumps?
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